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So often, people who are doing something great don’t realize it at the time. Consider this example:

An economics professor at the University of Northern Iowa spent 14 days writing a novel that he sent to a few friends as a gift. One of his friends 
gave it to a friend of his who happened to be a literary agent. A few days later, Robert Waller got a phone call from a man at Warner Press asking 
him, “Where have you been all my life?” As a result, The Bridges of Madison County spent 162 weeks on the New York Times best seller list 
and sold 12 million copies. In 1995 it was turned into a major motion picture that grossed $176 million.

Now whether or not you have read this book (the characters’ morality being questionable at best), you most likely have heard of it. The point 
being, that Mr. Waller had no idea when he was writing that book, that it was going to have that kind of impact. 

Ordinary people do great things every day without realizing it.

I think of my second grade teacher, Mrs. Stockton. My camp counselor whom I knew as Flicka. My babysitter who I affectionately called Aunt 
Em. These are just a few of the heroes in my life. People who probably had no idea how significant their impact was on me. Having come from 
an abusive, broken home, these people brought glimmers of dignity, hope, and love that forever changed the person I was becoming. How did 
they do it? They were just doing what they were given to do…babysitting, teaching, loving, coaching. All of us have these opportunities every 
single day. The question is what will we do with them?
 
Look at the apostle Paul. Having a less-than-glorious beginning in ministry (what with killing all those Christians), he humbly went around doing 
what was made available to him to do, preaching and traveling. Successful? Well, it depends on your definition…stonings, shipwrecks, threats…
most of us would take these things as a clear sign that we MUST be doing something wrong! I wonder if he ever asked himself, “When will I 
ever get it right?” I wonder if he had those moments of insecurity that I find myself battling on an all-too-regular basis. And how about this for 
a grand finish – prison! So here’s Paul, in prison, at the end of what, by today’s standards, would probably be considered a less than successful 
ministry. How do you handle something like that? Here’s the big question…

What do you do when the life you are living doesn’t look at all like the life you planned? 

I know what Paul did. He wrote letters. He may not have been able to get out and preach, but by golly, he was going to do SOMETHING! I 
imagine Paul, in prison, writing letters, inspired by the Holy Spirit, yet probably unaware of the amazing impact his writings would have. I don’t 
think he had any idea God was using his hands to pen scripture. In his state of yielded obedience, he was doing what most likely seemed a small 
thing and yet look at the result. 
How many times does God ask us to do things that may seem small? It’s all the time. It’s every day. It’s in loving Him and loving others. It’s in 
stepping out and taking a risk. It’s in valuing obedience over popularity. It’s in doing what is there for us to do the best we can do it. 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart…” Col. 3:23 NIV 

It’s important to remember that God does NOT calculate success the way we do. We are so quick to dismiss things as failures simply because 
they did not yield the immediate result that we were seeking. If we try something and it does not create financial gain or become popular, we 
think it was a waste of time. How foolish and short-sighted this mindset is. Consider the great artists of history, whose works now go for untold 
millions and yet, in their lifetime, they were considered to have no value. When we do not see the value of what we are doing or what we have 
done, given our limited and finite perspective, we MUST trust that God sees things we do not. How prideful and arrogant of us to give “pass” or 
“fail” markings (even to ourselves) on the eternal value of events. 

Here’s some perspective… 

“For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 NKJV 

“’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD.  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV 

“A man’s heart plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.” Proverbs 16:9 NKJV 

Don’t make the mistake of underestimating whatever it is you are doing right now. Just do your best. Seek the face of God, trust His leading and 
depend on His strength and you WILL be doing something great...whether you realize it or not.

AFCM Member Julie Beader spent 20 years in the trenches of children’s ministry, working in small, mid-sized, 
and mega churches. In 2007, she launched Connect Ministries International. Her focus is on training, equipping, 
and encouragement, as well as creative facility/team/budget ideas. 

  
As part of her ministry, Julie will come to your church to help you creatively plan effective ministry regardless 
of your budget. You can contact her through her website or email julie@connectedministry.com. www.
ConnectedMinistry.com
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The purpose of this short article is to give 
a Biblical explanation of exactly what the 
“Blessing of Abraham” is and how it involves 
all of us.

Abraham
Genesis 12:36 tells us that in Abraham all the families (nations) of 
the earth shall be blessed.

Isaac
In Genesis 17:7-8 God speaks of establishing an everlasting 
covenant between Himself and the descendants of Abraham. In 
Genesis 17:18-21 Abraham thinks that the everlasting covenant is 
to be established with Ishmael. However, God makes it very clear 
that the everlasting covenant is to be established with Isaac.

In Genesis 26:4b God tells Isaac that in his seed all of the nations 
of the earth will be blessed. 
Galatians 3:16 tells us that the Seed of Abraham is none other 
than Christ! “Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises 
made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, 
“And to your Seed,” who is Christ.”

Jesus the Blessing
In Galatians 3:14 we read that the blessing of Abraham might 
come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus. Jesus is the blessing! 
Acts 3:25-26 speaks again of Abraham’s seed being a blessing to 
all families (nations) of the earth and that God raised up Jesus to 
bless Israel by turning them away from their iniquities.

The Sin Problem
God’s plan of redemption is all about dealing with the sin problem 
which has separated mankind from God. Jesus, God’s Son, was 
sent to bear man’s sins—remit or cancel them through His shed 
blood—and enable mankind to receive eternal life! The blessing 
is Jesus, forgiveness of sins, and God reconciling His creation 
back to Himself. This message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to 
be taken to all the nations of the earth—Jew and Gentile! [John 
3:16, II Cor. 5:18-19 (AMP), Eph. 2:14-21 (AMP)]

What about Deuteronomy 28:1-14?
Deuteronomy 28 was written to the nation of Israel. If they 
obeyed God, they would be blessed. If they disobeyed, they 
would be cursed. Read the whole chapter and you’ll find 
Abraham was blessed richly long before this by his faith in and 
obedience to God. Under the New Blood Covenant, if we will trust 
God and obey Him, we too will be blessed. And our blessings are 
much greater than under the Old Blood Covenant. For example, 
God speaks of supplying all of our needs according to His riches 
in Glory (Phil. 4:19) and exceedingly abundantly above all that 
we ask or think (Eph. 3:20). The Amplified Bible speaks of infinite 
provision in Eph. 3:20. Glory to God!

This has been a very brief overview. I encourage you to purchase 
the series of 10 CD’s or DVD’s entitled, Redemption Revealed.  
This series explains God’s great plan of redemption from Genesis 
to Revelation. It will definitely help you to stay out of false 
doctrine and walk in all that God has provided for you!
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Enclosed is my gift of $__________ to AFCM
I would like information about becoming an AFCM 
Family Partner
Please send me _______ copies of Jim’s teaching series 
Redemption Revealed on CD for $40.00 or
 _______ copies on DVD for $55.00 (includes shipping)
Please send me _______ copies AFCM Women’s 
Conference CD album for $25.00 (includes shipping)

Mail to:
 AFCM International
 P.O. Box 1918
 Willmar, MN 56201
 Tel 320-235-3838
 Fax 320-235-1802
 office@afcminternational.org
 www.afcminternational.org
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February 14-21, 2009
Join us for the AFCM Family Cruise to Hawaii. 

Contact Marianne at 
805-541-4141 or   
slovava@sbcglobal.net

Itinerary:
Day  Port
Sat   Honolulu,   
  O’ahu
Sun   Hilo, Hawaii
Mon-Tue Kahului, Maui
Wed   Kona, Hawaii
Thu-Fri  Nawiliwili,   
  Kauai
Sat   Honolulu,   
  O’ahu

Pricing:
Prices are based on double 
occupancy.
Interior - $1229.00 pp
Ocean View - $1539.00 pp
Balcony Mini-Suite - $1699.00 pp
$300 Deposit Due by 10-03-08

Itinerary
July 2
Willmar, MN
Word of Faith Family 
Church

July 6
Morden, MB
ITC Graduation
Faith Christian Fellowship

View the most current itinerary 
www.afcminternational.org

This is one of the most exciting 
revelations of God’s word you will 
ever hear! 

Your outlook on the Old and 
New Covenants will change as 
Redemption is Revealed.

www.afcminternational.org
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Sonora, California
Sonora Cowboy Church

July 20
Orcutt, CA
House of Faith

August 26-29
Sydney, Australia
AFCM Family Reunion

Dr. Jim Kaseman
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AFCM Willmar Office
Finances/Membership/Product
PO Box 1918
Willmar MN 56201
(320) 235-3838

AFCM Tulsa Office
ITC/Media/Jim’s Itinerary
PO Box 471407
Tulsa OK 74147
(918) 392-0511

AFCM Canada
PO Box 3253
Langley BC V3S 6K1
(604) 539-2047
afcmcanada@cfaith.com

AFCM Australia
PO Box 281
Forestville NSW 2087
02 9975 6541
afcmau@attglobal.net

AFCM International Offices

July 27
Redlands, CA
Redlands Christian 
Center

Women came to the AFCM Women’s Conference expecting to receive everything God had for them, and that is exactly what took 
place! As the Word went forth, women were set free in many areas of life. The joy and the peace of God was evident throughout the 
weekend - it was a wonderful time of refreshing and bonding together in the Lord. It is hard to put into words what happened in the 
spirit and in all of our hearts. It certainly was a divine appointment.

To experience this life-changing weekend and hear messages from Brenda Thomas, Kathleen Kaseman, and Annette Rice, order the 
5-CD album for $25.00 today!

SAVE THE DATE -  September 11-13, 2009 – Come ready to be refreshed, recharged, and refocused!

Order through August for the 
special price

10 CD set - $40
5 DVD set - $55

(includes shipping)


